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James Washington “Billie” Buck (1867-1941) and wife, Emma C. Bickey (1874-1941) were the 

first to live in the house at 102 Brookwood Avenue. James was a photographer born in 

Baltimore, MD. James owned and operated the Buck Studio at 109 Princess Street. He was 

previously married to Mary Elizabeth Blythe (1874-1956) and they had  five children together. 

James and Mary divorced in 1923 in Reno, Nevada.  In 1926, James married Emma and in 1928 

they built and moved into 102 Brookwood Avenue in Wilmington, NC. 

 

James Buck was a successful outdoor photographer in Wilmington. He created photos of many 

local events such as the dedication of the George Davis Memorial in 1911 and St Mary’s Church 

in 1912. In 1911, Buck created the Wilmington police department’s first “mugshots”.  He 

famously climbed Tidewater Power 150 foot tall smokestack  in 1916 to take panoramic photos. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Deeds 

 

1927 Brookwood Realty Corporation to Realty Trading Corporation, Deed 186 Page 438, Deed 

1928 Realty Trading Corporation to James W. Buck and wife, Emma C. Buck, Book 188 Page 

 43, Deed 

1931 James W. Buck and wife, Emma C. Buck to Walter G. Hashagen and wife, Mary C. 

 Hashagen, Deed 218 Page 230, Deed 

1964 Walter G. Hashagen and wife, Mary C. Hashagen to Frank M. Mabry, Jr. and wife, 

 Margaret B. Mabry, Book 755 Page 101, Deed 

1967 Frank M. Mabry, Jr. and wife, Margaret B. Mabry to Elizabeth Parker West, widow, and 

 Jesse Coe Parker and wife, Pearle Wilburn Parker, Book 819 Page 326, Deed 

1987 Elizabeth Parker West, widow to Robert F. Wilson and wife, Jean Strong, Book 1400 

 Page 1146, Deed 

1989 Robert F. Wilson and wife, Jean Strong to William Scott Gilbert and wife, Angela Holt 

 Gilbert, Book 1451 Page 1631, Deed 

1995 William Scott Gilbert and wife, Angela Holt Gilbert to Peter T. Brown and wife, Marlee 

 K. Murphy Brown, Book 1892 Page 1064, Deed 

1997 Peter T. Brown and wife, Marlee K. Murphy Brown to Davis M. Thomson and Miriam L. 

 Mason as joint tenants with right of survivorship, Deed 2214 Page 500, Deed 

   

 

 

1930 Federal Census 

 
James W. Buck, head, owns, 63, born Maryland, photographer 

Emma Buck, wife, 48, born Maryland 

 

1940 Federal Census 

 
Walter Hashagen, head, owns, 44, born NC, salesman 

Mary Hashagen, wife, 39, born NC 

Katherine Hashagen, daughter, 16, born NC 

Mary Ellen Hashagen, daughter, 12, born NC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wilmington Directories 

1928  James W. Buck (Emma C.) proprietor The Buck Studio at 109 Princess 

1930  James W. Buck (Emma C.) The Buck Studio 

1932  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) manager Kings Cash Grocery 

1934  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) 

1938-40 Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) salesman 

1942  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) clerk 

1948-52 Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) clerk Tide Water Power Company 

1956  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) service clerk Carolina Power and Light 

1958  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) dispatcher Carolina Power and Light 

1960  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) clerk Carolina Power and Light 

1962  Walter G. Hashagen (Mary C.) 

 

 

Buck Family 

 

James Washington Buck (1867-1941) 

1st Wife: Mary Elizabeth Blythe (1874-1956) - married 1893 Richmond, VA 

 d. Virginia Elizabeth Buck (1894-1894) 

 d. Jeanette Edith Buck (1895-1968) 

 d. Mary Blythe “May” Buck (1897-1916) 

 d. Bessie Elliot Buck (1900-1994) 

 s. Howard Harrison Buck (1903-1978) 

James and Mary divorced in Reno, NV in 1923 

James Married Emma C. Bickey (1874-1941) in 1926 – Ellicott City MD 

 

 

 

 



 
James W. Buck 

Born: 13 July 1867 Baltimore, MD 

Death: 11 September 19411 Wilmington, NC 

Occupation: photographer 

Burial: Bellevue Cemetery, Wilmington, NC 

 



                  
James Washington Buck  Mary Elizabeth Blythe 

 

                            
Buck Family- James Buck, daughter Mary Buck    James Washington Buck 1921  

Wife Mary Buck, daughter Jeanette Buck 

 

 



       
Buck family uncrating a new  Buck family enjoying watermelon c. 1913 

Bicycle c. 1909   Mary, daughter Jeanette, son Howard, James, daughter  

     Bessie 

 

Personal story from Ancestry tree owner Jeanette Lanier 

 

“James "Washington" Buck was my paternal great-grandfather.  Washington Buck was one of 

the first professional photographers in the Southeastern United States.  Somewhere around 1921, 

he left my great-grandmother and his children to live with "a younger woman," my parents were 

told.  "Emma," who is mentioned in a later census, may have been that woman.  In a Dec. 27, 

1923 letter to his son, Howard Buck, Washington states that his "decree" (divorce) was granted 

in July of 1923 in Reno, Washoe County, Nevada.  He also states in said letter that he has 

"adopted" the name of "Billy Buck," saying it is "easy to remember."  It appears that Washington 

and Emma eventually married in 1926 in Howard County, Maryland.  Needless to say, it was a 

great scandal and my father was told all of his life that his grandfather was "dead."  To his first 

family, he probably was.  Only in 1941, after Washington Buck had actually died, was my father 

told that his Grandfather Buck had not been dead all those years.  My father never saw a picture 

of his Grandfather Buck, as we only discovered pictures of Washington Buck after my father's 

death.  Perhaps this was by design.  Ironically, after only being remarried a few years, it appears 

that Washington Buck was sent to a "county home" in Wilmington, NC, by his wife, Emma, and 

lived out the last years of his life there.  Records indicate that he is buried in an unmarked grave 

in Bellevue Cemetery in Wilmington, NC.” 
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